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Chief Conductor

British conductor Martyn Brabbins is Chief Conductor of the
Nagoya Philharmonic (from 2013), Principal Guest Conductor
of the Royal Flemish Philharmonic and Music Director of the
Huddersfield Choral Society. He was previously Artistic
Director of the Cheltenham International Festival of Music and
Associate Principal Conductor of the BBC Scottish Symphony
Orchestra. After studying composition in London and then
conducting with llya Musin in Leningrad, his career was
launched when he won first prize at the 1988 Leeds
Conductors' Competition. Since then Brabbins has become a
frequent guest with leading orchestras across the globe.
Brabbins is known for his affinity with music of the late 19th /
early 20th centuries, to which he brings a Romantic sensibility,
unerring sense of pace and an extraordinary ear for detail. He
is closely associated with British music, and his recordings of
the Walton symphonies with the BBC Scottish Symphony
were released by Hyperion to unanimous critical acclaim. He
has also conducted hundreds of world premieres and has
close links with many of today’s foremost composers.

He has an extensive discography of works ranging from
Romantic to contemporary repertoire on Chandos, Collins,
NMC and so on.
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The Nagoya Philharmonic Orchestra (NPO) is recognized as leading orchestra in
Tokai region, central part of Japan. The NPO has a good reputation on Japanese
classical music scene in innovative programming and wonderful performances.
NPO is called “Mei-Phil” with love by Japanese audiences, holds firm position as
one of Japanese professional orchestras.

In April 2013, British talented conductor Martyn BRABBINS who is known in a wide
range of repertoire becomes its 8th Chief Conductor. Many Japanese audiences
are looking forward to his inauguration. He supervises subscription concert series
“First” and famous works series “The Three Ballets of Tchaikovsky + Shakespeare”
of NPO and conducts seven programs (Ten concerts) in 2014-15 season. To aim
for high level performance, NPO make a close relationship with BRABBINS.

NPO have established relations with many conductors. NPO present conductors

in July 1966. NPO held the 1st subscription concert in October 1967. NPO
received an endowment from the City of Nagoya in 1973.

NPO expanded its repertoire and improved its quality of performances under
the batons of Hiroyuki IWAKI (Music Director, 1971-73), Yoshikazu FUKUMURA
(Chief Conductor, 1971-74), Tadashi MORI (Music Director, 1974-80), Shunji
ARATANI (Chief Conductor, 1974-80), Yuzo TOYAMA (Music Director & Chief
Conductor, 1981-87), Moshe ATZMON (Chief Conductor, 1987-93), Taijiro
IIMORI (Chief Conductor, 1993-98), Ken'ichiro KOBAYASHI (Music Director,
1998-2003), Ryusuke NUMAJIRI (Chief Conductor, 2003-06) and Thierry FISCHER
(Chief Conductor, 2008-11).

In 2002, NPO appointed Rainer HONECK who is Concertmaster of Vienna Philharmonic

as Principal Guest Concertmaster. Since 2000, NPO have been performing with Toyota
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-2000 Brunei, Singapore, The Philippines, South Korea, Malaysia,
Vietnam, Thailand and Taiwan, Tetsuji HONNA conducted

-2004 Germany, Austria and Czech (“Prague Spring” international
music festival), Ryusuke NUMAJIRI, Hideaki MUTO and Tomds
HANUS conducted

-2006 Singapore, The Philippines, Taiwan, South Korea, Thailand, Hong

Kong and Malaysia, Tatsuya SHIMONO conducted
These concerts received high acclaim in each country.

Meanwhile, NPO performed with many leading conductors and soloists as well
as Takashi ASAHINA, Rudolf BARSHAI, Vladimir FEDOSEYEV, Jean FOURNET,
Rafael FRUHBECK de BURGOS, Valery GERGIEV, Heinz HOLLIGER, Paavo JARVI,

Herbert KEGEL, Zdenék KOSLER, Yakov KREIZBERG, Seiji OZAWA, Heinz WALLBERG,
Kurt WOSS, Pinchas ZUKERMAN (Conductor), Yefim BRONFMAN, Jean-Philippe

are Ken'ichiro KOBAYASHI as Conductor Laureate from 2003, Moshe ATZMON - Master Players, Wien(TOMAS) which is special formed orchestra with the members of

as Honorary Conductor from 1993, Thierry FISCHER as Honorary Guest
Conductor from 2011, Masahiko ENKOJI as Resident Conductor from 2011,

Vienna Philharmonic and Vienna State Opera. The 12nd joint concert with TOMAS is
held in April 2014, NPO and TOMAS build a firm friendship.

COLLARD, Rudolf FIRKUSNY, Evgeny KISSIN, Stephen KOVACEVICH, Gerhard
OPPITZ, Jean-Yves THIBAUDET, Stefan VLADAR, Yuja WANG, André WATTS

(Piano), Salvatore ACCARDO, Augustin DUMAY. Gidon KREMER, Anne-Sophie
: Y 7 3 P

ISSERLIS, Mischa MAISKY, Boris PERGAMENSCHIKOW, Mstislav ROSTROPOVICH,
Janos STARKER, Jian WANG (Cello), Sir James GALWAY, Emmanuel PAHUD
(Flute), Maurice BOURGUE, Heinz HOLLIGER (Oboe), Radek BABORAK (Horn),
Maurice ANDRE (Trumpet), Joseph ALESSI (Trombone), Ghena DIMITROVA,
Edita GRUBEROVA, Mitsuko SHIRAI (Soprano), Bernd WEIKL (Baritone) and so on.
Great artists bring to NPO good musical influences and experiences.

NPO has recorded over 30 discs including live recording of “Tokyo Concert”
conducted by Thierry FISCHER in 2010 which received critical acclaim. NPO has
received various awards and prizes including the 23rd Tokai TV Cultural Prize in
1990, the Aichi Prefecture Arts and Culture Prize in 1991, the Agency for Cultural
Affairs Work of Art Award in the Recording Division in 1997 and so on.

NPO has been holding Subscription Concerts over 400 times. NPO creates
season’s theme on Subscription Concerts with innovative and sensational
program. Today, NPO performs about 120 concerts a year. Various concerts
include popular Famous Works Series, Sirakawa Series at mid-size haII and

Kentaro KAWASE as Conductor from 2011.

usicians from the City of Nagoya and the surrounding area founded the NPO
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NPO went to international concert tours four times, as follows:
-1988 France and Switzerland, Jun'ichi HIROKAMI conducted

Season 'lnagrom

MUTTER, Gyoérgy PAUK, Isaac STERN, Maxim VENGEROV, Pinchas ZUKERMAN
Nobuko IMAI, Kim KASHKASHIAN (Viola), Anner BYLSMA, Steven

Welfare Concerts for handicap pers
owards the 50th anniversary in 2016.
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Masahiko ENKOJI

Resident Conductor
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Conductor
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Conductor Laureate
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Composer in Residence
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